Aitken on a good wicket

RICKY Aitken’s am-
bition to one day prepare a
ground for first-class
cricket is a step closer.

The Burnie City Coun-
cil's West Park and Les
Clark Oval ground man-
ager, who celebrated his
26th birthday yesterday,
will leave today to take up
the ground manager’s pos-
ition at the Hong Kong
Cricket Club, one of Hong
Kong’s oldest sporting
clubs, which was estab-
lished in 1851.

The club, which has
1800 members, is a mass-
ive and diverse sporting
facility, but Aitken’s sole
Jjob will be to look after its
ground and cricket wickets

2 arole he hopes will take
him to the next level of
ground management in the
future.

“It’s basically the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime and the
opportumty T've been look-
ing for,” Aitken said yes-
terday.

“Pve got ambitions to
prepare first-class cricket
pitches and this is the
stepping stone, it puts me
in a great position to do
that.”
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 Given its colonial reots, Hong Kong
has a thriving cricket culture and Aitken
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GOING PLACES: Les Clark Oval curator Ricky Aitken w:II leave today to take up the ground manager’s position
at the Hong Kong Cricket Club. Picture: Jason Hollister.




